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Tool: Rehearsing Recovery – Role Playing

"Rehearsing Recovery" is a role-playing tool designed for individuals in recovery to 
practice handling high-risk situations in a safe, controlled environment. 

This proactive approach involves envisioning and acting out scenarios that might 
challenge your recovery journey, allowing you to develop and refine your coping 
strategies before facing real-life situations.

Steps to Implement Recovery Role-Playing

Identify Potential Risky Situations:
 

	� Reflect on situations that might challenge your recovery, such as social events, 
stress at work, or encountering specific triggers.

Develop Scenarios: 

	� Create detailed scenarios based on these situations. Describe the setting, 
potential triggers, and interactions you might encounter.

Enlist a Practice Partner: 

If possible, involve a trusted friend, family member, or therapist to role-play the 
scenario. They can act as various characters you might encounter.
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Role-Play the Scenario: 

	� Act out the scenario with your partner. Practice your responses to different 
triggers or challenges that arise in the scenario.

	� Experiment with strategies such as assertive communication, refusal skills, 
or using coping mechanisms like deep breathing or stepping away from the 
situation.

Debrief and Reflect: 

	� After the role-play, discuss what strategies worked well and which ones need 
improvement.

	� Reflect on how you felt during the role-play and whether your responses 
aligned with your recovery goals.

Revise and Repeat:

	� Based on your reflections, make adjustments to your strategies.

	� Practice the scenario again, implementing the revised strategies to see how 
they affect the outcome.

Tips for Effective Recovery Role-Playing

	� Realism is Key: The more realistic the scenario, the more effective the practice. 
Try to include actual phrases or behaviors you might encounter.

	� Focus on Emotional Responses: Pay attention to your emotional responses 
during the role-play. This can provide insights into how you might feel in real 
situations and how to manage these emotions.

	� Practice Various Outcomes: Experiment with different outcomes, including 
successful and challenging situations, to prepare for various possibilities.

	� Positive Reinforcement: End each role-play session with a positive scenario 
where you successfully manage the situation, reinforcing your ability to handle 
real-life challenges.

Strengthening Recovery Skills Through Role-Play

The "Rehearsing Recovery" role-playing tool is a powerful method to prepare for and 
navigate the complexities of real-world challenges in recovery. By practicing your 
responses to high-risk situations in advance, you enhance your coping skills, build 
confidence in your ability to maintain sobriety and reinforce your commitment to 
your recovery journey.

Tool: Rehearsing Recovery - Role Playing (continued)
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Tool: Rehearsing Recovery – Role Playing Example

Scenario: Attending a Wedding Reception

Background: Mike, in recovery from alcohol addiction, is invited to a wedding where 
alcohol will be served. He's concerned about being offered drinks and how to handle 
the social pressure.

Step 1: Identify the Risky Situation

Mike anticipates that at the wedding reception, he might be offered alcoholic drinks 
and feel social pressure to accept.

Step 2: Develop the Scenario

The scenario is set at the wedding reception. Friends or family members might 
approach Mike by offering him a drink or questioning why he’s not drinking.

Step 3: Enlist a Practice Partner

Mike asks his friend Sarah, who is aware of his journey in recovery, to help him role-
play various interactions that might occur at the reception.

Step 4: Role-Play the Scenario

Interaction 1: Sarah, playing a friend, offers Mike a drink. Mike practices politely, 
declining, saying, "No thanks, I'm not drinking tonight. I feel great without it."
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Interaction 2: as a curious relative, Sarah asks why Mike isn’t drinking. Mike 
responds, "I've decided to focus on my health, and I'm really enjoying the benefits of 
not drinking."

Step 5: Debrief and Reflect

Reflection: Mike realizes he felt anxious declining the drink but is confident 
explaining his choice to focus on health.

Adjustment: He decides to emphasize the positive aspects of his sobriety when 
explaining his decision.

Step 6: Revise and Repeat

Mike and Sarah role-play the scenario again, incorporating his new approach. This 
time, Mike feels more comfortable and authentic in his responses.

Tips Applied

	� Realism: Mike and Sarah include specific phrases and behaviors likely to occur 
at the reception.

	� Emotional Response: Mike notes his feelings during the role-play and adjusts 
his approach to feel more comfortable.

	� Various Outcomes: They practice different responses, including some more 
challenging interactions, to prepare Mike for different possibilities.

This role-playing exercise makes Mike feel more prepared and confident to face 
the actual situation. He has a more precise plan for maintaining his sobriety and 
handling social pressure, contributing positively to his recovery journey.

Tool: Rehearsing Recovery – Role Playing Example (continued)
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A Note About Role-Playing
I totally get how role-playing might seem a bit daunting, especially if you're 
shy or more of an introvert like me. The idea of acting out scenarios, even in 
a safe space, can feel a bit out of your comfort zone. But let me share why it 
could be a game-changer in your recovery journey.

Think of role-playing as a rehearsal for real life. It's like having a practice 
run where the stakes aren't high, and you get to try different responses to 
find what works best for you. This is an excellent tool for someone who's 
naturally more reserved. You can experiment with handling challenging 
situations in a controlled, low-pressure environment before facing them in 
the real world. It's all about preparation.

It's a bit like reading a map before starting a road trip. You get to plan your 
route, identify potential obstacles, and consider the best ways to navigate them. 
And just like with a map, you can do this at your own pace, in your own space. 
No audience, no pressure.

And here’s the thing about role-playing: it builds confidence. You reinforce 
your ability to handle those challenging moments each time you practice. It's 
empowering to know that you've 'been there, done that,' even if it was just in a 
practice setting. For someone shy or introverted, this preparation can take the 
edge off when you’re faced with similar real-life situations.

Remember, the goal here isn't to put on a performance or to be someone 
you're not. It's simply about finding and reinforcing your own authentic way of 
handling challenging scenarios in your recovery. So, how about giving it a try? 
You might be surprised at how much it can boost your confidence and equip you 
for the road ahead.

“The more you sweat in practice, the less you bleed in 
battle.” – Norman Schwarzkopf.
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Exercise: Role-Playing for Recovery Practice

This exercise is designed to help you practice handling high-risk recovery situations 
through role-playing. It will enhance your preparedness and confidence in 
maintaining your recovery in challenging scenarios.

Step 1: Identify a High-Risk Situation

Think of a situation you anticipate could be challenging in your recovery journey. 
It might be a social event, a stressful day at work, or encountering a specific person 
associated with past addictive behaviors.

Step 2: Create a Detailed Scenario

Write down a detailed description of the scenario, including:

	� Setting: Where does this situation take place?

	� People Involved: Who else is there, and what are their likely actions or words 
that could challenge you?

	� Potential Triggers: What specific aspects of this situation could trigger an urge 
or craving?

Step 3: Develop Your Response Strategy

Before beginning the role-play, think about how you ideally want to handle this 
situation. Write down:

	� Assertive Responses: How will you assertively refuse or deal with offers or 
pressures related to your addiction?

	� Coping Mechanisms: What coping strategies will you use to manage urges or 
stress?
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Step 4: Role-Play the Scenario

Ask a friend, family member, or support group member to role-play this scenario 
with you if possible. Act out the situation using your outlined responses and coping 
strategies. If you're alone, you can role-play by visualizing the scenario and speaking 
out your responses.

Step 5: Reflect and Adjust

After the role-play, reflect on the experience:

	� Effectiveness of Responses: How effective were your responses in the role-play? 
Did you feel confident and in control?

	� Emotional Response: How did you feel during the role-play? Anxious, 
confident, or something else?

	� Improvements Needed: What could you improve or change in your strategy?

Step 6: Practice Regularly

Regular practice is critical. Try to role-play a variety of scenarios that you might 
encounter in your recovery journey. The more you practice, the more prepared and 
confident you'll feel in real-life situations.

This role-playing exercise is a dynamic way to prepare yourself for handling real-
life challenges in your recovery. It allows you to anticipate, practice, and refine your 
strategies in a safe environment, building the skills and confidence necessary for 
successful long-term recovery.

Exercise: Role-Playing for Recovery Practice (continued)


